SOME RECOLLECTIONS OF THE LIFE OF HAROLD GLADSTONE (WEIDENHOFER) MALCOLM

Prepared by his sons.

School. The family had shifted from Hamley Bridge, South Australia about 1903, and lived in the Robinson Estate near the Ware family and also in Hill St. He obtained a scholarship to attend Perth Modern School and stayed in Perth with his Aunt Agnes Grieve, sister to his mother Minnie, in Park St.Subiaco. The family moved to Perth in 1920 and changed their name from Weidenhofer to Malcolm (Minnie's maiden name) because the children were having difficulty getting work. They lived at 32 Coronation Street, North Perth near the Ewers family and Harold attended the Mount Hawthorn Congregational Church with the Ewers boys rather than the Leederville Congregational where his parents went. It happened that Isabella Paterson his future wife also attended the Mount Hawthorn church. All his life Harold was involved with speech and drama. He learnt to recite from people at Nicholsons and from Mrs McCrostie and Mrs Letessier. Harold was involved in concerts with the Boronia Social Club, YMCA Tennis Club, Vanity Social Club, Confetti Carnival at the West Perth
Football Club and the Pilgrim fathers Cantata around 1923. He was a busy young man and in the same year he received First prize for Mechanical Drawing at the Royal Agricultural Show. In 1923 Harold (19 years old) took the train to Corrigin for a holiday on his Sister Elsa's farm. He was waiting at the Corrigin station to be collected by his sister Elsa when he received from his brother a telegram reading 'Come home, mother has passed away." Harold later told Isabella that he was unable to cry but that the bed would shake with his sobbing at the shock of getting the news alone at the station. After his mother died in 1923, Harold boarded with Mr. and Mrs. Len Barnes in Loftus Street. When the Barnes later moved to Anzac Rd, Mt Hawthorn opposite number 48 where the Paterson family lived, Harold went with him. In 1923 he was working as a draftsman for the Water Supply Dept in James Street Perth opposite the Perth Boys School and took Isabella to the opening of the water reservoir in King's Park. One of his jobs was to inspect Water Supply connections, travelling on a motor cycle. 

At the Mount Hawthorn Congregational church he was the main organiser for a series of 'Rainbow Concerts', the Mauve, Blue, etc held in 1926. The church was on the corner of Flinders St. and Scarborough Beach Rd. The group of young people from the church went out together to the 'flicks'in Leederville and would walk up the centre of Oxford Street. Harold would often go to the Paterson's for a meal after his mother died. Isabella reports that she believes her mother liked Harold. Harold felt at home and played practical jokes and no doubt greatly enjoyed the company of the six Paterson girls.

On leaving school he became a cadet draftsman with the Water Supply Department. He began taking parts and reading poetry on ABC radio in the late 1920s and also wrote stories for the paper. In 1928 he went to Geraldton with the plays 'The Sport of kings' and 'The Man from Toronto'. 

During peacetime Harold was in the 11th Batallion and later during the war was in the 22nd Army Field Company. During the depression single men were put out of work. When The Patersons had returned to their Denmark farm and Harold, Geoff Pate and Dave Paterson planted a crop of potatoes on the top of the hill at 'Parkhead'. The home at parkhead had been constructed out of two Group houses in 1930 and still stands but with a family with five girls living in the house at Parkhead there was no room for the young men so they lived in the fruit shed. Isabella would go down to the family farm for holidays and at Christmas 1931 they got engaged. Isabella still worked in Perth until July 1932 then went down to Denmark until the wedding on 3 September. Harold took up a block at Group 114 on the Kent River and his father William (Weidenhofer) Malcolm retired from butchering and went with him to help and be company. Isabella and Harold were married by Presbyterisan Minister Johnny Holland, with Margaret (Isa's sister) as bridesmaid and Keith Ewers as bestman, in the front room of the Paterson home at 'Parkhead' farm Denmark. After the ceremony they walked around the verandah and into the dining room for the wedding breakfast. The guests included Miss Raftery Harold's godmother who stayed at Parkhead as did William, Harold's father, the six Paterson girls and Keith Ewers the best man. Jack Dewing, a teacher at the Scotsdale school, drove them into Albany along with Keith Ewers. They spent their honeymoon at Mrs Carlson's guesthouse in Earl St. Albany. Money was scarce and they could not afford to invite the neighbour Mrs Middleton, but she turned up with a family heirloom as a gift, a jardiniere with acorn handles, which is still in the family. They moved to the Group farm after their marriage and for a time also had Harold's father, living with them. They could not make ends meet and left the farm and ran a guest house at the Anglican Rectory in Denmark until Isabella became pregnant and also the church required the rectory back. 

Harold discovered that there was a job available back at the Water Supply department. Harold's first job in Perth was as chainman to a surveyor and earned him £33-15-0 per week in 1933. Harold, and the now pregnant Isabella, shifted to Perth and stayed for a time with Mr and Mrs David Taylor, Isabella's Uncle and Aunt. After about two weeks they got a message from Mrs Barnes, mother of Len, that she had room in her big house at 140 Vincent where Isabella and Harold found space along with Joyce Barnes until after Clive was born and old enough to escape one day to Hyde Park where he was found looking at the ducks in the lake. They paid Mrs Barnes £31-1-6 per week and put shilling coins in the slot for gas. Harold was busy at this time doing International correspondence School courses in writing. They soon shifted to 27 McCourt St, West Leederville and later to 52 McKenzie St, Wembley. Around this time they purchased a 1929 model Ford A tourer which was the family car for about 15 years making many trips to Denmark for holidays on the Paterson farm. 

The car was equipped with 7.5 inch wide tyres which made it wonderful for fishing trips along sandy bush tracks but it was not entirly trouble free and eventually was sold and replaced with an Austin.

Harold became a regular performer in ABC radio plays doing it after work and arriving home late for tea which Isabella always had waiting. Harold was a builder by nature. He built a garage at Watermans Bay to live in and save on rent in the thirtys. The garage was in Ada Street opposite a house owned by his brother Ewart and his wife Ottilie (Ottie) and where for a while William (Weidenhofer) Malcolm lived with them. Isabella related that one day Clive fell out of his cot onto the cement floor. She raced over the road carrying Clive to William who said, "Sit down girl, you have got a bigger fright than the child." .One of Clive's only memories of William is that as a child he asked him why he was doing somehing in the garden near the Dahlias and he replied "For a purpose." In the 50s Harold and family built a holiday house at Naval Base even making the cement tiles for the roof in the garage at Wembley. The house had a fabulous view over Cockburn Sound and time off was taken to fish from a rowing boat in the crystal clear waters. Harold reported to the family sadly when from his position in the public service, he knew that permission had been given to BHP to put its wastes along the foreshore of the Sound.

In 1953 Harold and Isabella made a trip to the UK and Europe. Harold planned it to the last detail and made a collection of slides all duly numbered and recorded in a book. Attempts were made to trace the family roots in Scotland and a visit was made to the seat of the Malcolm Clan at Poltalloch. The slides were shown to a wide variety of audiences and over the years the family learned the commentary almost by heart. No attempt appears to have been made to trace the Weidenhofer connections. This was probably because his father William had expressly forbidden it when Ewart expressed a desire to do so. It was not until the 1990s when all of William and Ewart's generations were dead that eventually Clive and Barry Malcolm and their wives made contact with the South Australian Weidenhofers and their variants and greatly enjoyed the experience.

Harold was a stamp collector, exchanging stamps especially with Canada. He spent hours pouring over the Stanley Gibbons catalogues and searching with magnifying glass in hand to discover if he had any stamps with faults that may raise their value, not that he ever sold any.

As far as Harold was concerned the ABC was the only broadcaster worth listening to, the remainder being "B Class" stations. Being always interested in the stage he found television fascinating - only ABC of course.

Harold joined the army during the war and was based in Liverpool, Toodyay and Rottnest. He was a lieutenant involved in training sappers in bridge construction. He had studied for his Associateship of the Institution of Engineers Australia at home with his wife marveling at his ability to concentrate with family noises around him. During his time in the army Harold was brought back from a bivouac and put in the military hospital at Claremont with a bad stomach ulcer. After discharge from hospital he arrived home in a state of collapse and Isabella called in Dr Illingworth (The family's Dr Maitland being in the army). The Doctor gave strict instructions about diet which I recall included large quantities of milk and things like milk arrowroot biscuits, and no moving around. When Harold had recovered enough they went for a holiday to Bridgetown and stayed with Agnes and Roger Tysoe. After the war he was employed at the Main Roads Department initially in the Bridging Section where he was involved in the construction of the traffic bridge at Fremantle, the Meadow St bridge at Guildford and the Causeway in Perth. When the provision of a bridge at the Narrows in Perth was being planned Harold was in the traffic engineering section and was responsible for the origin and destination survey on which the design of the traffic interchange was based.

After the war, living in McKenzie St Wembley and now with Ian and James added, the family, attended the Wembley Methodist Church. Some members of the churches in Wembley and West Leederville formed the Wembley Leederville Youth League and Harold was joint leader with Ron Turner of the Music and Drama Club. The music side faded out after a few years but Harold continued his leadership of the Wembley Youth Drama Club until his death in 1962 and it survived him for some years. All of the boys were members of the Drama Club and Isabella was always on duty as prompt at performances. The family did things together including playing tennis, Canasta and Sevens and Harold would use terms like 'rapacious maw' to describe those who were beating him at times. Mother, rather than father, tended to be the one that handed out scolding or punishment and Harold's disappointed silence when you had done wrong was much harder to bear than mother's tongue.

Family holidays at Denmark involved fishing, for which Harold prepared in advance salting down cray tails for bait and winding his gut fishing lines on old fruit tins covered with an old sock. Activities at Denmark included looking at blocks that were for sale and in 1953 Harold and Isabella bought 280 acres of land at William Bay possibly with the idea of retirement. Isabella passed on the land to the three sons before her death and they are in the process of placing a perpetual covenant over a 60 hectare location of the land and naming it the Harold and Isabella Malcolm Reserve for Conservation Research. It is adjacent to the William Bay National Park and is pristine bush.

